Understanding Islam with Phil
Parshall

Evan Camilleri and the NCFA

An Experience to Remember

Kaitlyn Coughlin’s Speech and
Debate Experience

Neuroscience, Engineering, Medi-

cine and the Bible

Lamplighter

Carlisle Congregational Church

Following a letter to the congregation about the future of the Greers and our church,
this meeting began at 6:30. The leadership explained that keeping Keith here would
create an overlap in talent that would still leave us with personnel needs in the ar-

eas of music and children's ministry.

It was obvious from the beginning of this meeting that the congregation was not
done loving the Greers and they were not done loving us. As a church, we all want to
be sure that we are fair to the Greers and we want them to have the great future
they so deserve.The Greers wish the same for us. Our history together has been so

successful and inspirational that we are all reluctant to leave it behind.

Keith and Bonnie have "clicked their computer mouse" in faith hand over hand, his
and hers and the Hand of the Lord over both. We can't be sure how God will use
these resumes and what He will bring to them. But we know that He loves them
more than we do and if they can trust Him with their future, so can we. We will be
able to be involved with their "outreach" ministries showing our love through both

financial support and prayer.
A figure of $350,000 was suggested for their retirement. Hopefully that would allow

them to put down roots in a new place. Bonnie seemed to encourage us to keep the
house on River Road for perhaps a future pastor's family, because it gives a connec-

tion to Carlisle, our place of ministry.

In these challenging economic times, let us not "downsize" our faith or our ministry,
but "upsize" it as we walk into the future holding the Greers in our hearts and the
future in His Hands.
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This month it was reported that the most popular baby
names were Jacob and Emma. That seemed a little odd
to those of us who recently heard Phil Parshall explain
that the most popular baby names were Mohammed
and Aisha, the favorite wife of Mohammed! The expla-
nation of course is that the local news media are most
concerned with what is happening in our country, and

Phil was talking about the world-wide situation.

A group of about 65 of us gathered April 25 to try to get
a more global view of Muslims, here and abroad. We
were fortunate to get Dr. Phil Parshall, author of nine
books and veteran missionary and teacher, to lead this
seminar for us. Although our church had the most rep-
resentatives at the seminar, a total of 14 churches
were represented, from Massa-
chusetts to Maine. Most of the
attendees were very missions-
oriented, many serving on mis-
sions committees at their
churches and some even with
missionary service. A number of
us had good conversations with
old friends from other times and

places.

Phil gave us four one hour pres-
entations, interspersed with time
for questions, fellowship, and re-
freshments. He started with the
history of Islam, necessary to un-
derstand where we are now and
well-known to Muslims. He explained Mohammed's con-
solidation of his empire at age 60, his death at 62, and
the subsequent expansion of Islam. It might have been
expected that the Islamic Arabic tribes would have split,
but that did not happen. Although coercion was associ-
ated with this expansion, it was not total, as the Coptic
Christians remained. The expansion of Islam into
Europe lasted for about 700 years, from Charles Martel
and the Battle of Tours in 732 all the way to the final
push from Spain in 1492. The recent "immigration inva-

sion" of Islam into Europe was discussed later.

Turning from the historical Muslim influence on us, Phil
considered our influence on them, covering the cru-
sades and the colonial empires of Britain and France.
The crusaders had crosses everywhere, explaining the
aversion of Muslims to the cross symbol, but the colo-
nial influence on Muslim populations was also great
and more recent. Phil listed 24 present day countries
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partially or wholly occupied by Great Britain and 17 oc-
cupied by France.

The relatively recent revival of fundamentalism and Is-
lam-linked terrorism is best understood in its historical
context. The country of Israel is viewed as an occupying
force, as is the US in Irag, arguments which assist ex-
tremist recruiting. Western "Christian” immorality is an-
other barrier to reaching Muslims since few of them
discriminate between our ostensibly Christian culture
and more conservative Christians. We faced the uncom-
fortable truth that the funding of these groups has
largely been accomplished with our gas money. Phil was
not optimistic about our success in Afghanistan, and
this was several weeks before the commanding general
was fired!

Phil covered Muslim beliefs and
practices, the five pillars of Islam
and the six beliefs. He had a use-
ful diagram showing the beliefs of
Islam, Judaism, and Christianity
and listing six common to all

three religions.

This common ground may pro-
vide an opening in outreach to
Muslims. He went on to cover
more detailed strategies. Basi-
cally the idea is to avoid unneces-
sary confrontation, accepting the
features of Islamic culture which
do not conflict with being a "Muslim follower of Isa", Isa
being the Muslim name of Jesus. He did mention an-
other approach which he believes goes too far down

this path, in which converts remain in the mosque.

Phil and his wife Julie have a tremendous wealth of ex-
perience in Bangladesh and the Philippines, and Phil
gave us many detailed stories from both history and his
own family life living among Muslims. He is in contact
with Muslims locally and his approach is something we
can aspire to as we come into contact with Muslims
ourselves. He gave us a tremendous down-to-earth look
at Islam and challenged us to re-examine our own atti-
tudes. There are no easy answers or strategies but Phil
Parshall has far greater insight than most. If you didn't
make it to the seminar, | recommend his book "The
Cross and the Crescent" which sold out on the book ta-

ble at the seminar.
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This year Evan and his teammate, Devin Creed, partici-
pated in many practice debates prior to the actual de-
bate season, which occurs in the March-April time
frame. This year Evan’s team took part in three tourna-

ments prior to the final Regional Tournament:

- Freedom Tournament which was held at FEE
(Foundation for Economic Education, a prestigious
think tank) located in Irvington on the Hudson in
New York.

e SHINE Tournament (Share Him in New England) in
Manchester, Connecticut.

- SePa Tournament (Southeast Pennsylvania) located
near Reading, PA.

These tournaments were used to select the 28 highest
scoring teams for the final Regional Tournament which
was held in Gardner, MA. At this tournament the seven
highest scoring teams of Region X were selected as eli-
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gible for the National Competition which will be held
this year at Bob Jones University in South Carolina in
June. Evan and Devin were among those teams that

were selected to go Nationals.

I must add, as well, there were two others of our church
family who participated this year: the team of Kaitlyn
and Gregg Coughlin. They started late yet made it to

Regionals-quite an achievement.

| had the opportunity this year to attend the final day of
the Regionals and was called to be a judge at one of
the debates as well as to observe another (each debate
lasts about one and a half hours). | was very impressed
and encouraged by these earnest young men and
women in their presentations. The NCFCA program is
an excellent preparation for our young people to com-

municate in our world today.

Don’t Forget!
Annual Meeting
June 8, 2009, 7.00 P.M.
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Frank Lloyd Wright once stated, “I know the price of
success: dedication, hard work, and an unremitting de-
votion to the things you want to see happen.” Many
wise individuals have recognized in the past that with-
out a dedicated heart, a resolve to work hard, and a
spirit of devotion, success is practically impossible.
Emily Crompton, at the age of 15, has come to realize
the rewards of diligence and persistence through her
music studies, and this past year she has had the in-
credible opportunity to see the fruit of her labors and
has been able to bless so many people by using her
God-given gifts.

On Saturday, March 14, 2009, Emily took the stage for
one of the most exciting musical performances of her
life up to this point. After winning the Indian Hill Con-
certo Competition earlier that year, Emily was invited to
play Mozart’s 3rd Horn Concerto (movements 1 and 3)
with the Indian Hill Orchestra, a group of professional
musicians based out of Littleton, MA. After learning
that she had won first place in the competition, Emily
says that she “was just too shocked to really think any-
thing. There were some excellent competitors, all of
which were on an advanced level of playing. It was a
nice and shocking surprise to find out that | won!” Be-
fore the performance Emily admits that she was
“confident in a nervous kind of way,” and that her hours
of practice prior to the concert helped calm her nerves.
Overall she says that working with a professional or-
chestra was an amazing experience which encouraged
her and inspired her to pursue her love of music.

Emily’s heartfelt performance of Mozart’s concerto was
truly touching and inspiring. As a young musician, her
talent and dedication has inspired many aspiring music
lovers, and her beautiful performance touched the
hearts and lives of many individuals that night. She en-
courages aspiring musicians to “Just keep at it!” and
admits that at the beginning “it can get frustrating be-
cause it can feel like you're progressing so slowly. How-
ever, the harder you work, the sooner it will pay off. The
first few years of learning an instrument are the hard-
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est, but if you can get past that, you will find yourself
enjoying it more since you can play at a higher level.”

Although this performance has passed, Emily’s future is
overflowing with opportunities and endless possibilities.
In the past Emily has performed in District and All-State
festivals, the Nashoba Youth Orchestra, the New Eng-
land Youth Wind Ensemble, and many other performing
venues, including an All-State performance at Boston’s
Symphony Hall. In the future Emily hopes to attend col-
lege and obtain a degree in horn performance, and af-
ter college one of her dreams is to become a profes-
sional horn player in the Boston area. She states that
“This performance with the Indian Hill orchestra has
really just given me the experience | need to keep get-
ting better at playing my horn,” and through her diligent
work and devotion, Emily has been able to use her gifts
to bring glory to God and to bless the people that He
has placed in her life.
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Kaityln Coughlin does a lot of fun things, but one par-
ticular enjoyable thing she has participated in is debate
and public speaking. NCFCA (National Christian Foren-
sics and Communications Association) is an organiza-
tion that Kaitlyn has been enthusiastically involved in
this year. NCFCA is a home-school speech and debate
organization whose main goal is to encourage students
to glorify God with their lives through the words that
they speak to others, but also to equip students with
communication skills in order to improve their commu-
nicating abilities.

Having heard of NCFCA through friends and her home-
school group, Kaitlyn decided to get involved. "It looked
like a neat opportunity to learn new skills while meeting
new friends," Kaitlyn says. This year Kaitlyn competed in
a Team Policy Debate with her debate partner (who
happened to be her brother Gregg). In a Team Policy
Debate, there are two sides: a proposition side and an
opposition side. Kaitlyn and Gregg had to write an argu-
ment for both the proposition and the opposition side
and defend both in different debates. This year, the de-
bate topic was on how the United States should change
its policy towards India. Kaitlyn and Gregg spent end-
less hours researching this particular topic. Though de-
bate is extremely time consuming, Kaitlyn reaps the
benefits of all the hard work that she has put into her
debate experience. "There are so many lessons that you
learn from participating in activities such as these!"
Kaitlyn exclaims.

Kaitlyn also takes part in the public speaking competi-
tions NCFCA provides. She has competed in Original
Oratory (in which contestants write a 10 minute speech
on a topic of your choice), Impromptu (a limited prepa-
ration speech event in which participants pick a topic
and then have 2 minutes to think of a 5 minute
speech), and Duo Interpretation (which consists of two
people who select a piece of literature and then inter-
pret it or act it out). Kaitlyn's partner for her Duo Inter-
pretation was another homeschooler, Emily Wilson.
Every week for a month before the tournament, Kaitlyn
would meet with Emily to practice their interpretation.
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Not only has Kaitlyn enjoyed her experience at NCFCA,
she has also collected a good deal of awards. Kaitlyn is
a very skilled public speaker and has won 1st place for
an Original Oratory at a local tournament, 5th place for
an Original Oratory at a regional tournament, 8th place
for a Duo Interpretation at a local tournament, and 12th
place in a local debate tournament. "It's not about the
winning!" Kaitlyn explains, "I have enjoyed the friend-
ship's I've made through speech and debate so much
more than the awards!"

If you would like to learn more about Kaitlyn's speech
and debate experience, | encourage you to ask her
about it!

Kaitlyn and Emily Wilson

Greer Cele 0 ration
June 20, 2009

3ﬂd#m.
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On Sunday evening, May 3rd, a number of people
from our congregation along with a group of foreign
students from the University of Lowell had the privi-
lege of listening to a talk by Dr. Ming Tong. The pur-
pose of his lecture is to provide an interface be-
tween the community and people of faith. He did
this by providing examples from studies he has
been involved with and suggesting an approach
similar to the scientific method for examining th
claims of the Bible with an open mind.

Dr. Tong provided some fascinating examples of
the complexity of nature. He started by shewing
pictures of an African fox and squirrel cho
animals whose physical features, ears and eyes
respectively, are uniquely adapted to their habitat.
He went on to discuss the human tear. What
seems like such a simple thing provides a mecha-
nism for lubricating the eye, protects the optic
nerve and helps prevent glaucoma. He noted that
the eye is so sensitive that a single photon can trig-
ger a neurologic response. The ability of the eyes
and brain to resolve spatial frequencies is used for

checking the eyesight of babies who cannot talk.
The baby’s visual acuity is measured by showing
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the child patterns with ever increasing spatial fre-
guencies (smaller physical details) until the baby
loses interest in the patterns because the patterns

all start to resemble a gray blob.

Dr. Tong then proceeded to discuss how theology
can be based on various sorts of evidence. We can
use discoveries from archeology, knowledge of his-
ical events and cultures and linguistic research
nhance our understanding of what we read in
Bible. Dr. Tong discussed how observations
intlered by presuppositions and subjective
s. To minimize the intrusion of presup-
e encouraged his listeners to apply

e of the disciplines used in scientific research
to one’s examination of the scriptures. The method
of forming hypotheses and testing them with objec-
tive observation can also be used in reading the

Bible and studying its message.
Dr. Tong’s presentation provided fascinating exam-
s of the complexity of biology, but, more impor-

tantly, suggested an approach to examining the
claims of the Bible which should be familiar to peo-

ple who have been educated in the sciences.
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Knowing, Loving and Living the Word in God’s World for His glory..

The Lamplighter

Dates to Remember

June 5 Baccalaureate Service, 7:30 p.m.
June 7 Merrimack Valley [Handbell] Ringers, 7:30 p.m.
June 8 Annual Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
June 12 “Ladies’ Nite Out” Planning Meeting 7:30 p.m.
June 13 Men’s Morning Coffee Fellowship, 7:30 a.m.
June 20 Greer Celebration, 3:00 p.m.
June 27 Carlisle Old Home Day Pancake Breakfast, 8:00—9:30 a.m.
June 28 Beginning of Summer Schedule

No Sunday School

Morning Service, 9:30 a.m.
Aug 10-14 Vacation Bible School
September 13 Return to regular schedule

Oct 9-11 Church Retreat



